AMBASSADOBS                                     i&i

about them, and cases to preserve their colour. There were soft
loin-cloths smooth as birch bark, pillows of Samuraka leather and
other kinds of smooth figured textures. There were cane-stools with
the bark yellow as the ear of millet, volumes of fine writing with
leaves made from aloe-bark, luscious betel-nut, thick bamboo tubes
containing mango sap and black aloes' oil, bundles of black aloe,
gosirsa sandal, cool camphor, scent bags of musk-oxen, kakkola
sprays, clover-flower bunches, nutmeg clusters, cups of ullaka, heaps
of black and white cowries, carved boxes of panels for painting with
brushes and gourds attached, and various birds and animals like
musk-deer, female Cdmara deer, parrots, Sarikas, and others enclosed
in cages and chattering " copious wit."1 These presents were accepted
in friendly terms and the ambassador was dismissed to the Cham-
berlain's house.

At the hour of dinner, king Harsa despatched to Ilamavega, the
remains of his toilet sandal enclosed in a polished cocoanut covered
with a white cloth, a pair of robes touched by his person, a waist-
band wrought of pearls, a ruby and a plentiful repast.2

If such ambassadors had any special message to deliver, the
king heard them in private, dismissing his servants.3 When the
work was done, the ambassador was permitted to return to his
kingdom, with all honour due to an official of his rank. Hamsavega
was sent away by Harsa, "with a load of answering gifts in charge
of eminent envoys.1'4

The ambassador in Gupta times was probably known as
the Duta* although the records of the Gupta emperors show that
this term was also used in the sense of an ordinary messenger as well.
Such a messenger is also included among the several officials mentioned
for example in the Deo-Baranark inscription of Jivita Gupta IL*
The term Luta is also capable of another interpretation. As the
Nirmand copper-plate grant of the MaMsamanta and Maharaja
Samudrasena, ascribed to A. D. 612-13 reveals, the leader of an
assembly was also called by this designation.6 The technical term
Duta has also been considered to be an occasional substitute for
the term Dutaka, who was generally connected with the granting
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